
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HUGHES A HIGHLIGHT ON GREAT GUINEAS CARD 
Jersey Horse Racing Preview 
By MARK JOHNSON 
 
 Leading UK-based jump jockey Brian Hughes will make his Channel 
Islands racing debut on Sunday when he is booked to ride in four of the 
five races on the Dallas Burston Group Jersey Guineas card. First race at 
the Les landes Racecourse, in St Ouen, is due off at 2:30. 
 Hughes, who rides mostly in the North of England, rode 146 winners 
over jumps in the UK last season and he has ridden over a century of 
winners in each of the last five campaigns. He is probably best associated 
currently with classy chasers Waiting Patiently and Seeyouatmidnight. 
 The top rider has been booked to partner the four runners on the card 
trained by Neil Mulholland. Wiltshire-based Mulholland is no stranger to 
success at Les Landes having been crowned Champion Trainer in the 
Channel Islands at the end of the 2014 season. 
 The Hughes/Mulholland team will be hopeful of immediate success on 
Sunday when MRS BURBIDGE defends her unbeaten record at Les 
Landes in the opening La Verte Rue Associates Handicap Hurdle (2:30) 
over 2m1f. The 9 year-old mare has previously raced three times on 
Jersey and has won on all three occasions - a couple of 1m2f handicaps 
on the flat in the summer of 2015 and 1m4f handicap here last August.    
Although unraced locally over jumps MRS BURBIDGE has won four 
times over hurdles in the UK and was runner-up in a chase at Plumpton 
last month. Her rivals include last year’s winner STEELY, 2017 Channel 
Islands Horse of the Year BOWL IMPERIOR and VERONICA’S 
NAPKIN who was runner-up in a similar race here over Easter. 
 
 Riding in a 5½f sprint on the flat is something a bit different for Brain 
Hughes but he should get a good spin off 3-y-o MAN OF THE SEA in 
the Arcadia Handicap Sprint (3:05) in which his lightly-raced mount 
carries bottom weight against mostly far more exposed horses.  
 A winner at Navan, in Ireland, last October MAN OF THE SEA 
showed plenty of promise when third on his debut for the Neil 
Mulholland yard at Bath recently. Dangers here include last year’s winner 
SING SOMETHING, ten-times Les Landes victor COUNTRY BLUE, 
improving mare FRUIT SALAD and 13 year-old DOCTOR PARKES 
who was runner-up over 6f on Guernsey on Monday. 
 A field of seven go to post at 3:40 for the feature race of the day - the 
Dallas Burston Group 2019 Jersey Guineas over about 1m½f. 
 WOLF HUNTER was very impressive when making all the running to 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

win over 7 furlongs, on Easter Monday, on his debut in Jersey. The James 
Moon-trained 3-y-o is obviously very fast but the task ahead for his 
promising French rider Damien Artu is to try and conserve his stamina 
over the longer trip in this hotter race. 
 RELAXED BOY, a five-time winner in France, should be a major player 
in this race on what is his Channel Islands debut while ICE ROYAL 
(runner-up to WOLF HUNTER last time) will enjoy this longer trip. 
 WHITE VALIANT (trained by Tony Le Brocq with Dave Crosse 
aboard) was another horse to make an impressive winning local debut 
over Easter and he can follow-up in the JT Rewards Handicap (4:15) over 
1m4f. The dark horse in this contest looks to be the mare ISLAND SONG 
who won five-times in the UK last summer. 
 A big field is due to line-up for the concluding 1m1f Vice President’s 
Handicap (4:50) with trainer Christa Gilbert sending out five of the 
eleven runners. Her team are headed by 2017 winner CAPTAIN JAMES 
and versatile mare BROWN VELVET but it might be the Aly 
Malzard-trained OCEAN CRYSTAL, winner of this race twelve months 
ago, who comes home again in front.  
   
 Following the huge success of the first meeting of the Jersey Race Club 
season on Easter Monday, when a modern-day record Easter crowd 
enjoyed terrific racing and great weather, racegoers look set for another 
fantastic day of racing with 40 horses declared across the five race card 
and two significant carry-overs waiting to be won in the Tote Pools. 
 The Exacta Pool (pick the first two horses home in correct order) for the 
first race has a carry-over of £739.50 before the start of betting on 
Sunday. More significantly there is a carry-over of £906.67 before the 
commencement of wagering in the Pick4 Jackpot Pool. To win, what is 
likely to be a whooping pay out, punters have to pick the winners of races 
2, 3, 4, & 5.  
    
 The Jersey Race Club will be helping to raise money for Mind Jersey 
and raising awareness of mental health issues through support of 
#GoRacingGreen at Sunday’s meeting. This will include the unveiling of 
a new “Green Bench” at Les Landes in support of the campaign by 
mental health #GoRacingGreen ambassador Debbie Matthew (aka 
Novice Filly) for “A safe place in a stable environment” at racecourses.    
 
Selections: 
2.30  4 MRS BURBIDGE 
3.05  8 MAN OF THE SEA 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3.40  7 WOLF HUNTER 
4.15  1 WHITE VALIANT 
4.50  5 OCEAN CRYSTAL 
 
 


