
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEELY SHOWS HIS METAL  
JERSEY RACING - REPORT 
By Mark Johnson 
 
 In horse racing they say “you only need two runners to make a great 
race” and at sun drenched Les Landes on Friday evening Steely and 
Fourni served up a treat for the big after-work crowd in the Dallas 
Burston Group 2017 Champion Hurdle - the most important race over 
jumps of the Channel Islands season. 
 The form book will show that the favourite Steely, trained in St Ouen by 
Scotsman Karl Kukk and ridden by Irishman Paddy Aspell, beat the mare 
Fourni (trained by Aly Malzard and ridden by Mattie Batchelor) by 3 
lengths at the end of the 2m1f (3,400m) contest but that only tells half the 
story. 
 Four runners actually lined up for the big race run over just seven 
hurdles this year instead of the usual nine for a race of this distance - 
officials deciding that on safety grounds the hurdle due to be jumped on 
the side of the course, on the westerly run down towards Grosnez Castle, 
should be omitted due to the extremely bright setting sun. 
 Steely, the winner of his last two races, was sent off 10/11 favourite 
ahead of last year’s runner-up Cahill at 9/4 with Fourni next in the betting 
at 5/2 and Granit Man the rank outsider at 66/1. 
 Confirmed front-runner Steely once again bounded away, with his usual 
enthusiasm, from the start but on this occasion, he wasn’t allowed to go 
clear as Mattie Batchelor sent Fourni off in immediate pursuit and the two 
were soon pressing on at a tremendous pace. 
 For a circuit and a half Steely led the way with Fourni snapping away at 
his heels. Then, on the long run between the third and second last hurdles, 
Fourni not only got alongside the favourite but passed him and went 
about three lengths clear. 
 Batchelor, bidding for his fourth Champion Hurdle win in the last five 
years, urged Fourni to try and put the race to bed but, despite not being 
fluent jumping the second last hurdle, Steely rallied like a true champion 
to lead again landing over the last and was driven clear by Aspell for a 
thrilling, yet hard fought success. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 It was heartwarming to hear both the winner and gallant runner-up 
receive an enthusiastic reception when they returned after the race. 
 “I thought we were beat going to the second last”, winning rider Paddy 
Aspell said after the race, “I didn’t see a stride two out, and neither did 
he, but he really has dug for me going to the last”. 
 “It is all credit to Karl (Kukk, the trainer) as Steely is a big horse to be 
running round here but he really has got the best out of him. I was lucky 
to get the ride on him earlier in the season, when Mark Quinlan didn’t 
come out for a meeting, and I have to thank Karl for giving me this 
opportunity on him”.  
 This was by far the biggest Jersey winner to date for locally-based 
trainer Karl Kukk who originally hails from Coldstream in the Scottish 
Borders. He has had 9-year-old Steely since the start of the 2014 season 
when he took over the training of the son of Librettist from UK-based 
Gary Moore. Steely has now won eight times (three flat races and five 
hurdles) and this was his sixth victory, for Kukk, at Les Landes.  
 There are still four meetings to go this season but already it is looking 
highly likely that jockey Paddy Aspell will be crowned Champion Jockey 
for this first time. Amazingly his victory on Steely means he has now 
ridden the winner of all five hurdle races run so far this season at Les 
Landes and, having also ridden the last winner on the card (Spring Dixie 
in the 1m4f Wilson Estate Agents Handicap), he is now on nine victories 
for the season - three ahead of nearest rival Alice Mills on six wins. 
 It should have been three wins on the night for Aspell but a delayed 
flight into the Island from the UK meant he missed out on the ride aboard 
Swiss Cross in the opening La Verte Rue Handicap over 5½ furlongs. 
 Jemma Marshall stepped in for the winning spare ride on the veteran 
sprinter Swiss Cross who trained in Newmarket in the UK by Phil 
McEntee. This was 9-year-old Swiss Cross’ fourteenth career win and he 
is now a perfect 3 for 3 in races at Les Landes having also won here in 
August last year and on 11th June in the “Jersey Bullet”. Although running 
in sprint races Swiss Cross has won all three of his races here with 
tremendous authority. The combined winning margin for his trio of wins 
coming to 17 lengths - it was four lengths on this occasion.  
 There was a shock on the cards in the “Building A Better Working 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World” Handicap over 7 furlongs when 14/1 rank outsider Brown Velvet 
won for just the second time in her 23-race career. The 5-year-old filly 
was having just her second start for trainer Christa Gilbert and was ridden 
by Alice Mills. She beat Grey Panel three lengths at the line.  
 The next meeting at Les Landes, on Sunday 23rd July, sees the running 
of the most important race of the entire season - the Jersey Derby. After 
his emphatic six lengths victory in the 1m2f Ravenscroft Handicap on 
Friday evening’s card Black Night looks certain to go off a short-priced 
favourite for that prestigious prize.  
 Despite giving 10lbs plus away to all his rivals in this race Philip 
Prince’s mount won without seriously being asked for maximum effort 
from Benoordenout and Aussie Lyrics. Connections of Black Night, he is 
trained by James Moon, now face an anxious wait for the big day - last 
year he would have gone off favourite for the Jersey Derby but sustained 
an eleventh hour injury meaning he missed the race…expect cotton wool 
sales in St Helier to go through the roof in the next week or two!      
  
  


